AUTISM BENEFIT
FOR CHILDREN

AUG. 1-2, 2008

Our 2008 fundraiser begins on August 1st with
the 3nd Annual Buffalo Creek Golf Tournament. Then
join us on August 2nd for an Evening on the Comstock:
A Dinner/Concert featuring music by David John and
the Comstock Cowboys and dinner by Bella Vita
Catering.

Each day 66 families receive

We live in a generous community who cares about 4
the children with ASD and their families. If you have ’ the news that thev have 2
not had the opportunity to attend our annual : € news that they have ¢
fundraiser in August, please mark your calendar. It is <« l loved one who has
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things to be provided to children who truly need
assistance.

been diagnosed with

Our fundraising efforts go directly to families in our Autism Spectrum Disorder.

area. The money stays here and helps those families
you may know. But, this is just the beginning. Through
your continued support we will open a Center to offer
services, training, and support for our current list of
families and for those who are yet to join the autism
community.

The need for services and
intervention grows in our

community every day.

Every day the opening of a center to support
the children and families comes closer to being a
reality.

FEAT of the Carson Valley
Post Office Box 2274
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What is F.EA.T. ?

F.EAT. or ‘Families for Effective Autism Treatment’ is
a group of parents who formed a non-profit organization
in the Carson Valley for support and advocacy to help
families with children who have received the diagnosis
of Autism Spectrum Disorder, including; Autism,
Pervasive Development Disorder (PDD) or Asperger's
Syndrome.

FEAT offers a network of support where families can
meet and discuss issues surrounding autism and
treatment options.

FEAT is active in raising awareness in the community
and will be strong advocates for our children in helping
to create EFFECTIVE treatments in this Community.

Our Mission:

We, as parents, are dedicated to finding and providing
EFFECTIVE treatments, advocacy and support for the
Carson Valley Autism Community.

Why does F.E.A.T. need to act?

Not all families have the knowledge and resources to
provide their children with the services needed to
foster the growth and development of an ASD child.
Receiving a diagnosis that your child is ASD is a very
scary thing.

There are limited resources in Nevada, and even fewer
in our rural area. Schools, insurance, and government
services cannot provide the myriad of programs,
support, and personnel required for many ASD children
to make progress. Just having a contact to begin sifting
through all the questions is, in itself, a blessing.

What is F.E.A.T. Doing?

Aside from conducting meetings where parents can
share their experiences and resources, the local FEAT
of the Carson Valley has raised funds to give direct aid
to families who cannot otherwise receive services.
Through the generosity of the community, FEAT used
some of the funds to assist 48 families from 2004-2006
and 23 more in 2007. Our goal is to create a center to
make available services to all in our community who
are affected by autism. Autism is on the rise and we
want to meet that need in our community and every
year we get closer to that goal.

What is Autism?

Autism spectrum disorders (ASDs) are a group of
developmental disabilities that are caused by unusual
brain development. People with ASDs tend to have
problems with social and communication skills. Many
people with ASDs also have unusual ways of learning,
paying attention, or reacting to different sensations.
ASDs begin during childhood and last throughout a
person's life.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
indicates that 1 in 150 children suffer from Autism
Spectrum Disorder (ASD).

How does Autism Compare to Other Pediatric
Conditions?

Number of children affected per 100,000

Autism 317.28
Juvenile Diabetes 200

Pediatric AIDS w125

Muscular Dystrophy m5

Leukemia m 4

How does funding compare?

Millions of $ in Funding

Autism m=m15

Juvenile Diabetes — 130

Pediatric AIDS 394.00
Muscular Dystrophy s—— 175

Leukemia 310

What are some common signs of autism?

There are three distinctive behaviors that characterize
autism.  Autistic children have difficulties with social
interaction, problems with verbal and nonverbal
communication, and repetitive behaviors or narrow,
obsessive interests. These behaviors can range in
impact from mild to disabling.

The hallmark feature of autism is impaired social
interaction. Parents are usually the first to notice
symptoms of autism in their child. As early as infancy,
a baby with autism may be unresponsive to people or
focus intently on one item to the exclusion of others
for long periods of time. A child with autism may
appear to develop normally and then withdraw and
become indifferent to social engagement.

Children with autism may fail to respond to their name
and often avoid eye contact with other people. They
have difficulty interpreting what others are thinking
or feeling because they can’t understand social cues,
such as tone of voice or facial expressions, and don’t
watch other people’s faces for clues about appropriate
behavior. They lack empathy.

Many children with autism engage in repetitive
movements such as rocking and twirling, or in self-
abusive behavior such as biting or head-banging. They
also tend to start speaking later than other children
and may refer to themselves by name instead of “I"” or
“me.” Children with autism don’t know how to play
interactively with other children. Some speak in a sing-
song voice about a narrow range of favorite topics,
with little regard for the interests of the person to
whom they are speaking.

Many children with autism have a reduced sensitivity
to pain, but are abnormally sensitive to sound, touch,
or other sensory stimulation. These unusual reactions
may contribute to behavioral symptoms such as a
resistance to being cuddled or hugged.



